
WOMEN, LOVE & HANDEL 
Sunday, January 22; 2:30 – 4:00 pm; Concert starts at 3:00 pm 
Members $20+tax; Non-members $25+tax 
Come and hear a gorgeous selection of music by Handel. What a sublime composer! A man who could 
bring the innermost emotions and thoughts of women to full expression in music 
 

Elspeth McVeigh, with Oscar Smith, piano. 
 

Printed notes, lyrics and explanations will be given with the programme. 
 

George Frideric Handel 1685-1759 composer of sublime music for female singers. 
Handel was known for his extraordinary understanding and ability to work with "difficult" women - the 
very famous opera stars of 18th cent London.  Newspapers gossiped avidly about Handel's these singers. 
Opera was the very best public entertainment, with lurid tales and extravagant performances. All of this 
carried by the sublime music written by Handel.  These famous and at times, notorious women, could 
negotiate their own salaries - and were unusually independent - all remarkable for the age. 
 

One of Handel's female stars, Susannah Cibber, of whom Charles Burney wrote "by a natural pathos, and 
perfect conception of the words, she often penetrated the heart, when others, with infinitely greater 
voice and skill, could only reach the ear."  Despite her popularity, Susannah Cibber, had to flee to Dublin 
after a marital scandal, where she suffered financial hardship and obscurity.  Handel intervened. 
He quite deliberately, and against the prevailing mores of the day, rescued her from disgrace by casting 
her in the first performance of the Messiah. 
 

In 1742 Handel was one of many famous artists who got involved in raising funds for London's Foundling 
Hospital - a charity to rescue abandoned babies who would otherwise have died. Handel gave benefit 
concerts of the Messiah, which were an enormous musical and financial success, with Susannah Cibber 
singing.  Thereafter, the Messiah was performed each year in the Foundling Hospital chapel. Handel 
conducted or attended every performance until his death in 1759. He succeeded in raising the huge sum 
(then) of £7,000 for the charity.  The concert pays tribute to this wonderful composer and man - and will 
be an interesting exploration into the background of a fine selection of his work. 
 

There may be some surprises in store! 
 

Elspeth will repeat this concert at the Scottish Arts Club in Edinburgh, Scotland in April 2023 - a 
prestigious venue - ever heard of Alexander McCall Smith or Ian Rankin? 
 
https://www.elspethmcveighmusic.com/ 
 

To register, email office@uwcvancouver.ca by Thursday, January 19th. 
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